To: Personal Care Products Company

From:

Re: Product Safety and the Campaign for Safe Cosmetics 

Date:

People love to feel and look their best, and often select cosmetic products that promise to be effective and beneficial. It is not unusual for Americans to use between 6 and 25 different personal care products in their daily routine. What most people do not know, however, is that the majority of the cosmetics on the market contain chemicals that have never been tested for safety and chemicals that have been linked to cancer, infertility, birth defects and other serious health problems. The U.S. Food and Drug Administration does not review or regulate cosmetics products or ingredients for safety before they are sold to the public and the agency has no legal authority to require safety assessments of cosmetics.

A small amount of one chemical in one product is not likely to cause harm, but women in the U.S. use an average of 12 personal care products that contain approximately 200 unique chemical ingredients every day. This chemical cocktail is added to other exposures from many different sources, like pesticides on food, hormone disruptors leaching from water bottles, particulate matter from diesel exhaust and flame retardants in furniture. Americans are inundated with toxic chemicals.

As a consumer, I want to know that the cosmetics and personal care products I am using are safe. This is why I prefer to purchase personal care products from companies that have signed the Compact for Safe Cosmetics. When a company signs the Compact, it pledges that it will not only be complaint with the EU Cosmetics Directive, but that the company will also take its commitment to safety further and inventory product ingredients for chemicals linked to serious health consequences (like cancer, reproductive harm, neurotoxicity and endocrine disruption) and replace those chemicals of concern with safe alternatives.
Approximately 1,000 companies have signed the Compact for Safe Cosmetics. Your company, however, has not yet signed. I hope that you place value on providing customers with safe, high quality products and that you will join this growing list of responsible companies working toward safer products. For more information and to sign the Compact for Safe Cosmetics, please visit the Web site www.SafeCosmetics.org.

I look forward to hearing from you on this important consumer health issue and I hope that I will be able to continue to purchase your products after you sign the Compact for Safe Cosmetics. I believe it will be good for your business and consumers when your company enters a new era of cleaner, greener, healthier cosmetics and personal care products for all of us!
Sincerely,










